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The Prairies 1870-1896 
 
 
It is July of 1885 and the Northwest Rebellion has only just ended.  You and your 
partner are successful writers for a newspaper in Regina and are reporting on the trial of 
Louis Riel.  You will both create 1 newspaper that demonstrates an understanding of the 
causes of the rebellion, the key figures, and the outcomes of the rebellion.  The newspaper 
will allow you to take a stand on an issue and will enable you to understand how the 
Canadian Government’s policies affected the Metis and the First Nations peoples.  You will 
need to identify both the English and the Metis opinions on the Rebellion but you 
will write your paper to side with the rebels or the Canadian Government. 
 
In your newspaper, you must identify: 

• the major causes of the Northwest Rebellion 
• the major Metis and English figures involved in the Rebellion 
• the ethnic groups involved in the Rebellion 
• events that took place during the Rebellion including battles 
• what happened during the trial and the people involved 
• both sides of the issue and support one side 

 
Please consider these questions as you make your newspaper: 

1. What was the living situation like in the Northwest? 
2. Did the government try to help the people of the Northwest? 
3. Why was Louis Riel asked to come back from exile? 
4. Why were the three ethnic groups of the Northwest upset with the Government? 
5. What affect did the CPR have on the Rebellion? 
6. What actions did the Government take to stop the Rebellion? 
7. Was the Rebellion justified?  What did the Metis believe?  What did the Government 

believe? 
8. Did Louis Riel commit an act of treason? 

Your newspaper can be constructed in any way you prefer: it can be done entirely on the 
computer or it can be handmade.  The text of your paper must be typed.  Your newspaper 
must be at least 5 (8x11) pages.  You must use 3 research sources.  You will be graded on 
the following: 
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Content: 30 marks 

• Your ability to identify both sides of the issue and your position on one side 
• Ability to identify major figures in the Rebellion and what they believed in 
• Ability to identify causes and outcomes of the Rebellion 
• Use of both primary and secondary sources 

 
Creativity: 20 marks 

• A balance of articles and pictures with the text 
• A variety of pictures (maps, drawings, pictures of major figures, political cartoons) 
• Layout of the newspaper (neatness, sections of editorials, horoscopes, etc) 

 
Criteria Excellent 

(5) 
Good 
(3) 

Needs Improvement 
(1) 

Content:       /30    

Use of multiple 
research sources 
both primary and 
secondary 

Uses a minimum of 5 resources 
(Print - diaries, text etc.), 
databases and Internet. 

Uses three or more sources, 
but some resources are 
secondary resources (e.g. 
Wikipedia) or not from a variety 
of media (e.g. all Internet) 

Uses less than three resources 
and resources are secondary 
resources (e.g. Wikipedia) or 
not from a variety of media 
(e.g. all Internet). 

Identifies major 
figures of both sides 

Identifies leaders from both the 
Metis and English sides and 
incorporates their views on the 
rebellion 

Identifies leaders from both 
sides but does not include an 
opinion from each 

Only identifies leaders from one 
side.  Does not incorporate all 
viewpoints. 

Identifies the causes 
of the Rebellion 

Looks at 4+ causes of the 
Rebellion and from different 
groups’ perspectives  

Looks at 2-3 causes of the 
Rebellion and from only a few 
perspectives 

Identifies one cause and does 
not incorporate any 
perspectives 

Ability to adopt a 
stance on the issue 

Writes from one stance and 
fully supports it with the primary 
and secondary research 
sources throughout the paper 

Writes from one stance but 
does not support with evidence 
throughout the paper 

Adopts a stance but does not 
use evidence to support it 

Ability to identify 
both sides of the 
issue 

Identifies multiple viewpoints on 
the rebellion and uses them to 
strengthen the stance 

Identifies multiple viewpoints 
but does not synthesize them 
with the main stance of the 
paper 

Only identifies one aspect of 
the issue 
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Creativity:      /20 Excellent 
(5) 

Good 
(3) 

Needs Improvement 
(1) 

Text and Visuals 
Balances the 
newspaper with both 
text and visuals. 

Text and visuals are relevant to 
one another 

Balances text and visuals but 
does not synthesize their 
relevance 

Incorporates both text and 
visuals but relies on one aspect 
over the other and does 
synthesize their relevance 

Variety of Visuals Uses maps, political cartoons, 
photos, and drawings 

Uses all visuals but two Uses only one type of visual 

Appearance Text is typed and paper is laid 
out in a logical and neat 
manner 

Text is not typed but paper is 
logical and neat 

Text is not typed.  An effort has 
been made but the paper is not 
neat 

Characteristics of a 
newspaper 

Paper incorporates elements 
like editorials, horoscopes, 
advertisements, entertainment 
sections 

Paper makes an effort to 
incorporate a small variety 
used in the “excellent” criteria 

Paper states only the facts of 
the content criteria 

Works Cited:  

                     /10 

 
Marked by Teacher-Librarian (see attached criteria) 

 


