
Biography of a Famous Canadian 

 

Transitional Support Jr. (Ms. Lee & Mr. Sung) 

 

You will work on a task that will produce a one- page information sheet on your chosen 

Famous Canadian. The purpose of this assignment is to practice the skill of 

paraphrasing.  Ms. Brett or Ms. Lam, the Teacher-Librarian, will demonstrate the 

important practice of paraphrasing.  You will complete a few exercises and then use 

paraphrasing in this 1 page information sheet assignment “Biography of a Famous 

Person”.  The second purpose is to practice research skills and you will use a database, 

website and/or book to complete your assignment.  Finally, you will create a Works 

Cited page.   

Steps:  

1. Paraphrasing activity with the Teacher-Librarian.  Exercises to occur in the library 

with the Teacher-Librarian after lesson.  

2. Choose a famous Canadian.  See the links found on the other side of this sheet 

to find a famous Canadian you wish to research and learn more about.  

3. Begin researching by visiting the PW Library Home page under “Databases”. 

Click on “Biography in Context”:   

Another useful database is:  

 

4. If you use the Internet, be sure you find a reputable website – one that has been 

updated recently and is grammatically correct.  Ask yourself if it’s reliable.  

Please do not use Wikipedia.  Keep track of sites that you use as you will be 

creating a Works Cited page (The Teacher-Librarian will teach you about 

http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/?db=BIC1
http://www.worldbookonline.com/wb/Login


creating one).  We would prefer you use Biography in Context & World Book. 

Citing from these databases are much simpler.  

 

5. Find a book on your chosen Famous Canadian. The Teacher-Librarian has 

pulled several books for you and can help you find more.  Please visit: 

webcat.vsb.bc.ca. 

 

6. Using your newly developed paraphrasing skills, begin to work on your 

assignment.  

 

7. Be sure to answer these questions:  

 When was she/he born? Give stats of birth and death dates. 

 Where in Canada did this person live? 

 How did this person become famous? 

 What was this person’s contribution to Canada and the world? 

 Did this person have any problems or obstacles to face/endure? 

 Discuss this person’s major accomplishments. 

 What do you admire about his person? 

 List some of their other achievements or interesting facts about their life 

8. Check out these websites for a list of Famous Canadians: 

http://www.probability.ca/jeff/canadians.html, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Canadians 

Here are a few you may wish to consider: Terry Fox, David Suzuki, Don Cherry, 

Wayne Gretzky, Rick Hansen, Romeo Dallaire, Marc Garneau, Celine Dion 

 

9. Point form and full sentences are acceptable in this assignment.  Your teacher 

will be looking very closely at your paraphrasing skills.  You should include a 1-2 

pictures on your information sheet.  

 

10. This assignment is worth:   _________ 

 

  

http://www.probability.ca/jeff/canadians.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Canadians


Mr. Sung ELL  

Famous Canadians (Suggestion List) 

 
1. Frederick Banting 

 A co-discoverer of insulin and a leader in other fields of medical research 

2. Alexander Graham Bell 

 Known for his contribution to telephone communication 

3. Joseph Bombardier 

 Businessman (founder of Bombardier) and inventor such as the snowmobile 

4. Emily Carr 

 Female painter and writer inspired by the indigenous people; the art institution 
Emily Carr is named after her 

5. Samuel de Champlain 

 French geographer and explorer known as “the Father of New France”  

6. Celine Dion 

 Singer and actress; known for her musical abilities including “My Heart Will Go 
On” from the movie Titanic 

7. Arthur Erickson 

 Canadian architect and urban planner 

 He designed the Museum of Anthropology in the University of British Columbia 
and the Academic Quadrangle in Simon Fraser University 

8. Michael J. Fox 

 Canadian-American author, actor, producer; advocate for a cure for Parkinson's 
disease 

9. Terry Fox 

 ran cross-Canada with one leg to fundraise for Cancer Research 

10. Marc Garneau 

 Astronaut, first Canadian in space 

11. James Gosling 

 Computer scientist known as “the Father of the Java Programming Language” 

12. Group of Seven 

 Group of famous Canadian landscape painters consisting of Franklin 
Carmichael, Lawren Harris, A. Y. Jackson, Frank Johnston, Arthur Lismer, 
J. E. H. MacDonald, and Frederick Varley 

13. Wayne Gretzky 

 former professional ice hockey player and former head coach nicknamed “the 
Great One” 

14. Chris Hadfield 

 The first Canadian astronaut to walk in space 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombardier_Inc.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snowmobile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architect
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_planning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_scientist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Java_%28programming_language%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Carmichael
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Carmichael
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawren_Harris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._Y._Jackson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Johnston_%28artist%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Lismer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._E._H._MacDonald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Varley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice_hockey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Astronaut_Corps


15. Rick Hansen 

 Became a paraplegic from a spinal cord injury; an advocate for people with 
disabilities 

16. George Johann Klein 

 The most productive inventor in Canada in the 20th century 

 His inventions include the first electric wheelchairs for quadriplegics 

17. Mike Lazaridis 

 A computer industry executive, founder of BlackBerry 

18. John A. MacDonald 

 first Canadian Prime Minster 

19. Lucy Maud Montgomery 

 Famous author best known for the novel series of Anne of Green Gables 

20. John McCrae 

 Poet, physician, artist, solder in World War I 

 Known for his poem “In Flander’s Field”  
21. James Naismith 

 Inventor of the game of basketball 

22. Steve Nash 

 Canadian retired professional basketball player who played in the National 
Basketball Association (NBA) 

23. Lester B. Pearson 

 a scholar and Canadian Prime Minster who’s won a Nobel Peace Prize 

 

24. Norman Bethune (Chinese: 白求恩) 

 Surgeon, inventor, prominent communist, known for his contribution to the 
Chinese by bringing modern medicine to rural China  

25. Nellie McClung 

 An advocate for women’s rights; known as “The Famous Five” together with 
four other women (Henrietta Muir Edwards, Emily Murphy, Louise McKinney 
and Irene Parlby) 

26. Elijah McCoy 

 Son of a runaway slave; fireman, engineer and inventor of oil-lubricators for 
steam engines  

27. Sarah McLachlan 

 Musician, singer and song writer 

28. Robert Munsch 

 Children’s book writer and storyteller; Canada’s best-selling author of children 
books 

29. Mike Myers 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheelchair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quadriplegia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BlackBerry_%28company%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anne_of_Green_Gables
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basketball
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Basketball_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Basketball_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_language
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%99%BD%E6%B1%82%E6%81%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henrietta_Muir_Edwards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emily_Murphy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louise_McKinney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irene_Parlby


 Comedian, screenwriter, director, and film producer 

 known for his role in Saturday Night Live, Wayne’s World and Austin Powers 

30. Julie Payette 

 Female astronaut who flew two space missions; holds 26 honorary degrees 

31. Oscar Peterson 

 Jazz pianist and composer known as the King of the Keyboard 

32. Louis Riel 

 led uprisings in Canada to preserve the rights and culture of the Métis people 
(mixed First Nations and European) 

33. Emily Stowe 

 The first Canadian woman to practise medicine in Canada; an advocate for 
women’s rights 

34. David Suzuki 

 A professor, science broadcaster and environmental activist; well known for 
as host of the science program The Nature of Things 

 

35. Pierre Trudeau 

 A prime minster of Canada, known for his reform including the implementation 
of official bilingualism and the establishment of the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms 

 His son Justin Trudeau is the current Prime Minster of Canada 

36. William Van Horne 

 Former president of the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saturday_Night_Live
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presenter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmentalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Nature_of_Things
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Official_bilingualism_in_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Charter_of_Rights_and_Freedoms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Charter_of_Rights_and_Freedoms

